
Winter Motorcycle Riding: Things to
Consider

Road Hazards
Winter riding comes with serious dangers, mainly the risk of losing traction.

Riding in snow or ice can be challenging, even more so if you're not

experienced. Hidden ice is a constant threat, especially in shaded spots, so it's

important to stay alert. Road salt used to melt ice and make the roads safer

damages motorcycles and also reduces tire grip.

Other hazards like gravel, dust, and slippery tar patches add to the risks. The

freeze-thaw cycle creates potholes, so you have to be extra vigilant as

potholes are particularly dangerous to motorcycle riders. Cold tires can make

things worse, so it's crucial to be moderate with braking, accelerating, and

leaning, especially when you �rst begin your ride.

Cold Weather Affects the Body
Winter riding goes beyond having the right gear; it involves considering the

rider's well-being. Cold weather can make the body work harder to generate

heat, so it's important to combat fatigue by taking extra rest stops, eating

regularly, and staying hydrated. Winter air can dehydrate you without

noticeable symptoms, so plan distances considering shorter days and rapidly

dropping temperatures after sundown. The cold also affects dexterity, so it's

crucial to keep hands warm with suitable gear. Hypothermia can also

compromise mental concentration, slowing thinking and judgment. Prioritize

your well-being when riding in winter.

Importance of Equipment
During the cold season, prioritize maintenance, especially as road salt can

corrode components. Pay attention to tire performance; consider switching

to sport-touring tires for varied temperatures or 50-50 adventure tires for

dual-sport bikes. These choices enhance street traction in wet conditions and

can be a potential lifesaver in slushy snow.

Read More

Ride Like MADD - Save the Dates!

Mark your calendars for this year's

Ride Like MADD events! Ride Like

MADD is a charity poker run that

we've held for the last several years.

Ride Like MADD raises funds and

awareness for Mothers Against

Drunk Driving (MADD) and honors

people who have been hurt and

families of those who have been

killed by drunk or drugged drivers.

We are holding TWO Ride Like

MADD Poker Runs this year. Our

Northeast Kansas event is slated for

Saturday, May 4th and our Wichita

event is scheduled for Saturday,

October 5th. We are looking forward

to these wonderful events and hope

to see you there!

Choosing the right helmet

Selecting the right motorcycle helmet is crucial for both safety and comfort

during rides. Helmets come in various shapes—round oval, intermediate oval

(the most common), and long oval—tailored to different head shapes. To

determine the right �t, it's essential to identify any pressure points during the

�tting process, indicating if the helmet is too round or oval. Sizing is a critical

factor; a helmet should be snug, providing even pressure without discomfort.

Adjustable features in some helmets allow for a customized �t. Different

helmet styles cater to diverse riding needs, such as full-face helmets for

aerodynamics and comfort, modular helmets for versatility, dual-sport

helmets for off-road adventures, and hi-visibility helmets for increased

visibility.

It's important to ensure DOT certi�cation when choosing a helmet. DOT

certi�ed helmets will have a small sticker on them denoting that the helmet

meets the DOT safety standards. Be cautious of novelty helmets, which may

not meet safety standards. Unsafe helmets may lack a proper inner liner,

feature weak chin straps, be excessively lightweight, or include protruding

decorations. Regular checks and awareness of safety standards are vital to

maintaining helmet integrity. Prioritizing safety over style is paramount to

protect yourself in the event of a crash.

Click the button below to learn more about choosing the right helmet for you.

Learn More

FREE LEGAL GUIDE
At Bretz Injury Law, we are proud

of our reputation as leaders in

personal injury law. We literally

wrote the book on motorcycle

injury law! Learn everything you

need to know about the insurance

claims process and discover how

you can get maximum

compensation.
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